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This past year, we have been fortunate to share many interesting
stories from those who came before us. They’ve included the
tales of our founders who were drawn to the Rock River Valley
because of the fertile soil; how the waters of the Rock River
nourished our community and provided power to our
communities; and the many entrepreneurs and burgeoning
Tim Maahs
infrastructure that created family supporting jobs. These all laid
the foundation for stories from more recent times of the many
terrific people who have chosen to make Rock County their home.
As we share these stories with our visitors, we are proud to highlight the many significant
accomplishments of our commercial history, as well. Rock County has long been home to many
businesses that have both a national and international impact. Beginning at the dawn of the
century were the Sampson tractor company, Parker Pen, the Schlueter Company, JP Cullen, Ryan
Incorporated and General Motors – to name a few. As we moved into the 21st century, some of the
large companies that chose Rock County for their headquarters include Prent Corporation, Blain
Supply, Goex, ABC Supply, and Mercy Health. We continue to draw in new businesses that share the
desire to have a broad reach and improve the lives of so many through their products and services—
Shine Medical and NorthStar Medical Radioisotopes are just two examples of our region’s
entrepreneurial spirit living on!
All this leads to ensuring a sustainable future for Rock County. People in generations to come will
embrace our community, as our ancestors have done in the past. They will build upon the
foundation set before them to continue making Janesville and greater Rock County a fantastic place
to live, work, and play. We all have a stake in capturing and sharing the stories, photographs, and
artifacts that make us who we are. Are you willing to share your stories, your knowledge, your
legacy as resources for future generations?
The impact that RCHS has on our daily lives is realized in many different ways. Whether you are a
student learning about educational practices in the 1850s, a historian seeking to research our
community, or a genealogy buff studying your family tree, RCHS is a resource for you.
Because RCHS is a community resource, you and our visitors – and everyone in Rock County – are
resources to us. We cannot do this work without you. I am so very grateful for the support that we
receive from our members, donors, sponsors, the City of Janesville and Rock County, and our Board
of Directors. In the last year almost 10,000 visitors have come to RCHS – thanks to all of you!
Help us continue this meaningful work in our community. Would you be willing to make a special
year-end donation of $50, $100 or whatever you can afford to help us keep the momentum going
in 2020 and beyond? For more information or to make a donation, please turn to page 14 or
contact me directly.
Thank you for your continued support.
With gratitude,
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RCGS CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Welcome back to the joint newsletter of the Rock County Historical and Genealogical Societies.
I am pleased to report progress on several fronts:

SCHOLARSHIP – Following the RCGS scholarship offering to all 2019 Rock County high school
graduates, and the award to Jorge Jurado Garcia of Beloit Memorial High School, the
Genealogical Society turned its attention to fundraising for the 2020 scholarship. On September 14,
RCGS held a day-long conference which included four topics, from “DNA Family Research” (see:
www.rcgswi.org/dna-article-201) to “Striking Gold at the Charles Tallman Archives” (see:
www.rcgswi.org/research-help1). I am pleased to report that we’ve nearly doubled our target
attendance and revenue.

David Bradford

EDUCATION – The recent Oktoberfest-themed RCGS member meeting (mit bier und bratwurst) featured Antje Peti of the
Max Kade Institute speaking on German Emigration & Research on both sides of the pond. To find out more about future
speakers, see: www.rcgswi.org/events--speakers.

AFFILIATION - The Genealogical and Historical Societies continue to combine activities. We share similar missions, archive
space, research holdings, research volunteers, cross-representation on boards, and this magazine. Increasingly we
coordinate speakers and events. Shortly, we expect to merge social media platforms – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
Pinterest. The collaboration is a benefit to both organizations!
David Bradford
Chairperson, Rock County Genealogy Society
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Mercyhealth
Virtual Visit Now
NEW! 24/7 Online Urgent Care

Mercyhealth Virtual Visit Now brings urgent care to you –
at home, at work, at school – anywhere you have a minor health concern.
With Mercyhealth Virtual Visit Now, you can access select Mercyhealth providers
from your phone, tablet or computer. From colds and fevers to sore throats and
sinus infections, the Virtual Visit team can help you feel better fast.

To enroll, visit mercyhealthvirtualvisitnow.org.

Finial Summer 2019
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Navigating the Quandaries of Native American
Family Research
By Kristin Arnold, RCHS Archives Manager, and Dave Bradford, RCGS Chairperson
Native American ethnicity estimates from DNA testing
are fraught with controversy. The problems are both
technological and cultural. DNA labs market ethnicity
tests as an accurate measure of regional ancestral
origins, but one’s ethnicity estimates rarely match
one’s family’s paper research. Moreover, siblings’
ethnicity estimates are often quite different from one
another. Even one’s own results vary a great deal when
submitted to multiple DNA labs. Because ethnicity
estimates are so imprecise, they are sometimes
referred to as the “horoscope of DNA tests.”
For Native Americans, the cultural issues are even
more complex and troubling. In the early 1800s, the
United States required American Indians to enroll as
members of a federally recognized Tribe, Band, Group
or Nation. This compulsory membership was defined
by a “Blood Quantum” of 25% or more, which was
used at times to segregate, relocate and nearly
eradicate these peoples. A thoughtful Native American,
Lawrence “Butch” Roberts (Ret.), who assisted with
this article noted, “Blood quantum (and by inference,
DNA testing) is of no relevance to who you are. How
you live with God, other people and the earth is what is
important.”
This very specialized genealogical research requires
some background knowledge before diving in. Here
are some basics that may inform your research.

General Timeline
While the history of the federal government’s
relationship to the native nations of this land is a long
and complicated one, the timeline below provides a
brief overview of important milestones for genealogists
to consider when researching a native ancestor.
1787: US Constitution states that the Federal
Government has reserved power “to regulate
Commerce with… the Indian Tribes.”
1789-1871: Federal Government uses treaties with
tribes to coerce land cessation to white settlers.
1824: The Office of Indian Affairs, later renamed the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, is created.
1830: Congress passes the Indian Removal Act,
forcing Indians who live east of the Mississippi River
to move west.
6|

1850-1887: The US government confines native
tribes to reservations.
1887: General Allotment Act passes, which assigns
individual, rather than communal, land holdings.
1924: The Curtis Bill confers citizenship to all noncitizen Indians born within the territorial limits of the
United States.
1934: Indian Reorganization Act passes,
acknowledging tribal rights to have their own local
government.
1946: US Indian Claims Commission is established
to handle Native Americans’ claims against the United
States government.

Each of the following nations and tribal communities
in Wisconsin has a unique history. There are no
federally recognized native lands in Rock County.
• Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

1947: First termination timetables are submitted to
Congress to begin the termination of some tribes.

• Forest County Potawatomi

1958: Termination without tribal consent is ended.

• Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa

Tribes were terminated to end federal responsibility
and cost, but most have regained their status.
However, some terminated tribes continue the fight for
recognition.
A Note on Records
The federal government holds jurisdiction over
relations with native nations. Consequently, many of
the records that genealogists will find useful are
maintained by federal agencies. These records often
include annuity rolls (land buyout payments) from the
treaty era or removal (relocation) records. Most of the
records came from the reservation period and include
Indian census rolls, land allotment, school, health, and
vital records. Non-agency records such as the general
population schedules from the federal censuses, local
deed books or military records may also provide
insight to a native ancestor.
A researcher may access these records through the
National Archives or through the local agencies of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). The BIA’s Great Lakes
Agency in Ashland, Wisconsin, handles records for ten
of the eleven federally recognized tribes in Wisconsin.

• Ho-Chunk (formerly Winnebago) Nation

• Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
• Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
• Oneida Nation
• Red Cliff Band of Superior Chippewa
• Mole Lake (Sokaogon Chippewa Community) Band
of Lake Superior Chippewa
• Saint Croix Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin
• Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohican
Indians
• Brothertown Indian Nation (not currently recognized
by federal government)
This brief overview is just a starting point for those
wanting to pursue research of a native ancestor.
To delve deeper into this subject, plan to attend the
Rock County Genealogical Society’s free November
program: Introduction to Native American Resources.
Led by Karen Weston of our Walworth County sistersociety, the program is set for 6:30 p.m. on November
19th at the Tallman Carriage House, 450 N. Jackson St.
in Janesville.

After the Indian Reorganization Act in 1934, tribes
gained more control over their own enrollment and
other records. Additional records such as oral
histories were recorded in recent decades through
university grants, but are most likely found with the
tribe or family.
Wisconsin Tribes
Wisconsin is home to eleven federally recognized
American Indian nations and tribal communities, and
one that is not currently recognized. Of these
communities, three were moved from their ancestral
lands in New York and New England to Wisconsin in
the 1820s. These include The Oneida Nation,
Stockbridge-Munsee Community Band of Mohican
Indians, and the Brothertown Indian Nation.

www.rchs.us

General Native American Research Links
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Indians_of_North_America_-_A_Beginner%27s_Guide
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/American_Indian_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://dpi.wi.gov/amind/tribalnationswi
www.rcgswi.org/native-american-research
Wisconsin’s Native American Stories
The Story of Madison Indigenous People - Madison Magazine 10 May 2017
The Story of Wisconsin’s Unrecognized Nation - The Brothertown Tribe
The Ways: Great Lakes Native American Stories - Educational resources (grades 6-12)
Death by Civilization – The Story of Native American Boarding Schools
Custer to Casinos - One Native American Family’s Story
Missing Threads Documentary – The Story of the Wisconsin Indian Child Welfare Act
Glossary of American Indian Terms
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Glossary_of_American_Indian_Terms
Native American Biographies
Indian biographies - Access Genealogy
Doris Duke Collection Oral histories across the U.S.
Indian biography by B. B. Thatcher ... Vol. 1, Vol. 2, e-book
Biography and history of the Indians of North America, e-book
Dictionary of Indian biography, e-book
Book of the Indians of North America, e-book
Indian biography . . . lives of more than two hundred Indian chiefs, e-book
Wisconsin Native American Photo Archives
J. Kingsbury Picture Postcards of Northern Wisconsin - Early 20th century mages of Ojibwe and Menominee Indians in northeast Wisconsin and Upper Michigan
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions - 1,800 images of Native Americans and related Catholic churches, schools, clergy, and religious leaders from across the United States
Lucille B. Chapman Collection on the Menominee - Photographs and postcards of the Menominee Indian Reservation in Wisconsin and of Shawano, Wisconsin

Finial Winter 2019
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A Journey Back in Time

Seasonally inspired dining and drinks

At Lark, our focus is on seasonally driven dishes made with
locally sourced ingredients that reflect the wide influences that
drive American cuisine.

Helping all Rock County third-grade
students to experience a 1900s immersion
program at the Frances Willard Schoolhouse
and Lincoln-Tallman House.

RCHS wants all schools
to be afforded this
unique learning
opportunity. To help
with this educational
goal, contact Tim
Maahs at 608-756-4509
Ext. 301, or at
tmaahs@rchs.us.

Lark's bar features classic and original craft cocktails made
with fresh ingredients and artisan spirits.

Now Serving Sunday Brunch • 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Always fresh. Always fun.
60 S Main St. | Janesville, WI 53545 | (608) 563-1801
larkjanesville.com

Because Local Matters
Make a Difference Every Day

Local First

Donate to a local non-profit when using your
credit card. Plus, we will
donate $10 for each new or transferred card. Same great rate,
no fees, CU Rewards and benefits a local non-profit.

Stop in today
to get your

Local First

Smart Advice. Friendly Service.
Community Owned.

credit card.

608-755-6065 800-779-5555
www.bhccu.org

2020 Non-Profit Recipient:
Federally Insured by NCUA
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Gretchen Wolfe Joins RCHS as
New Development Manager

Gretchen Wolfe joined RCHS in July as its new development
manager, to assist the organization in grant development. She has
more than 30 years of experience working in educational systems
and community organizations.

With a comprehensive road map of where RCHS is headed,
Gretchen works to align all potential and current funding sources to
ensure the organization can realize its goals for serving the greater
Rock County area.

“The best part of organizational planning and fundraising is that I
get to meet stakeholders who are deeply committed to supporting
RCHS’ long-standing presence in this community,” Gretchen
explained. “I am constantly meeting new friends, volunteers, board
members, and community partners who are extremely welcoming
and helpful to me in this role.”

Originally from Potosi, Wisconsin, Gretchen was raised by parents
who were invested in their local community.

“My parents had a passion for genealogy and local history, and my
four brothers still meet up and invite me to join the family team for
local trivia competitions!” She added, “I guess you could say that
‘growing knowledge’ has been a passion and source of entertainment
from as far back as I can remember.”

Gretchen earned her undergraduate degrees in Education and
English at UW-Platteville and UW-LaCrosse, then worked in K-12
classrooms with many outstanding teachers. This led her to co-write
and publish a manual for gifted and talented instruction through the

Makes a Great Stocking Stuffer!

Department of Public
Instruction in 2005, launching
her interest in professional
grant writing.

In 2012, Gretchen completed
her doctoral degree from UWMadison while being actively
involved in the school, church,
and community activities of
her three children. She has
lived in Janesville since 2007,
and now – as an empty-nester
– operates an Airbnb from
home, allowing her to meet
countless world travelers.

“Of course, the Rock County Historical Society campus is at the top
of my ‘must visit’ list for all newcomers,” Gretchen added with a
smile.

“The best part of organizational planning
and fundraising is that I get to meet
stakeholders who are deeply committed to
supporting RCHS’ long-standing presence
in this community.”
GRETCHEN WOLFE

Help RCHS to Protect its
Collections and Building
The beautiful Lincoln-Tallman House is in need of a
dehumidifier to help protect and preserve the collection items,
and the building itself!

Rock County Roots:
History of Local Businesses

Give the gift of history this holiday season, with this
one-of-a-kind book!
Get an inside look at 70 local businesses in this full-color, hardcover

publication. Discover the stories and photos submitted by each business.

Special Holiday Sale: $20!

Published by Bliss Communications, Inc. All proceeds benefit the Rock County Historical Society.

Buy yours today through the Rock County Historical Society.
To purchase, call 608-756-5409 Ext. 302, OR order online at
www.rchs.us/campus-store/

Finial Winter 2019

The most effective model for our needs is the Santa Fe Classic
Dehumidifier Healthy
Basement Package, at a price
of $1,766.99.
Can you help RCHS to
purchase this item? Donate the
entire amount, or whatever you
can. Help ensure the LincolnTallman House is at its best. A
dehumidifier would make an
ideal Christmas gift!
To help with this purchase,
please contact Tim Maahs at
608-756-4509 Ext. 301 or via
email at tmaahs@rchs.us.
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50 Years Ago: Local US Navy
Pilot Flew Moon Rocks Off Navy
Air Craft Carrier
By Patrick Gasper, Guest Writer

In a home nestled on the banks of the

small detachment of three aircraft and

was launched with moon samples on

Stephen Clouse lives with his wife, Linda.

crewman) plus support personnel,” said

Island, a small atoll about 860 miles

connection to one of the world’s most-

were required for our mission, the third

Rock River in Janesville, Wisconsin,
Clouse has a unique first-hand

watched and well-known events — the

Apollo 11 Moon Landing of the summer
of 1969.

After the Apollo 11 Command Module

two flight crews (pilot, co-pilot and flight

Clouse. “While only two aircraft and crew

aircraft was along as a back-up in case of

mechanical problems.”

The mission Clouse refers to is quite

spectacular. On board the USS Hornet

Columbia returned astronauts Aldrin,

(CVA 12) aircraft carrier, his primary

they were retrieved by a flotilla of US

samples (moon rocks) from the ship to a

Armstrong, and Collins safely to Earth,

mission was to transport the lunar

Navy ships. Stephen was a navy pilot,

location where they could be handed off

mission of providing logistic support to

NASA. Clouse said that as a precaution,

attached to a squadron tasked with the
aircraft carriers.

“Our squadron was selected by the navy

to take part in the recovery operation, and
I was named the Officer in Charge of our

10 |

to the U.S Air Force for shipment to

the moon samples were divided equally

between two planes in the unlikely event
of the loss of one of them.

“On the day of the recovery, my aircraft

board, and we headed for Johnston

southwest of the island of Hawaii where
the transfer to the air force took place.”
Prior to the recovery of the command

module, Clouse’s crew was tasked with
the transport of various VIP’s and other

personnel to and from the recovery ships.
Since the lunar landing was so novel –

scientists really didn’t know everything to
expect – there was a concern about
quarantining the lunar samples.

Precautions were taken, and the aircraft in
Clouse’s command were positioned on

the two forward catapults of the Hornet
during the recovery to be ready to
evacuate VIP’s and other critical
personnel in such an event.

“The recovery was attended by President
Richard Nixon, who had his own
dedicated helicopter,” said Clouse. “As it
turned out, I had nearly as good a view
of events as he did since I was able to
watch it all sitting on top of my plane.”

but returned to military service in 1970

While Clouse flew the lunar samples off
the Hornet, because they were carefully
secured in hermetically sealed
containers, he never saw nor touched
the actual samples the day of his
mission.

in the vicinity of American Samoa in the

Clouse left the Navy briefly after the
Apollo 11 mission to join TWA as a pilot,

went to Chicago, working with his father

to the same squadron he commanded
previously. In December of 1972, he

took part in the recovery of Apollo 17,

the final Apollo-manned mission to the

moon. This recovery mission took place
south pacific. While Clouse was on

board the carrier USS Ticonderoga for
this mission, their task was limited to
logistical support.

Later that year, Clouse left the Navy and

in a distribution business involved in the
electronics industry. In 1997, he and
Linda were looking for a weekend
retreat, and found their place on the
banks of the Rock River in Janesville.
Eventually, they sold their home in
Chicago and moved to Janesville full
time.
“My involvement in the Apollo mission
was a minor but necessary part of the
whole effort,” said Clouse. “I still remain
astounded that in the end, given the
enormous effort and expense involved in
the program, I was honored with the
responsibility for the safe transport of
this precious and priceless cargo.”

“The recovery was attended by President Richard Nixon, who
had his own dedicated helicopter. As it turned out, I had
nearly as good a view of events as he did since I was able to
watch it all sitting on top of my plane.”
STEPHEN CLOUSE
Finial Summer 2019
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AARON DODSON • AARON WISKIA • ABBEY MILLER • ABC SUPPLY COMPANY • ADAM & ANN CATHERS •
ALYSA POWELL • AMBER DECKER • AMY MCCANN-BADERTSCHER • ANDA O’CONNELL • ANDREW NICHO
ANGIE DENEWELLIS • ANN NICKOLS • ANN ROE • ANNA MARESKI • ANNE ROSE • ANNE THOMAS • A
BARAN EDIE • BARB SORENSON • BARBARA BOBZIEN • BARBARA TAPOVATZ • BARRY BADERTSCHER • B
BILL & JEANNE VOGT • BILL MACFARLANE • BIRCHWOOD STUDIOS • BJOIN LIMESTONE • BLACKHAWK BANK • BL
BOB & NANCY KIMBALL • BOB COREY • BOB HORNBY • BOB SPODEN • BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA, BLACKHAWK AREA
BRIAN SCHWEIGL • CANYON SCHEUNKE • CARRIE JACOBS BOND QUESTERS • CASSANDRA EGGEN • CAS
CHRISTIAN FELLAND • CHRISTINE REBOUT • CINDI DYKE • CITY OF JANESVILLE • CLAREMONT JACKMAN
CRAIG RENTMEESTER • CRAIG HIGH SCHOOL FFA • DAN EMERY • DAN KOWAL • DANIEL FREDERICKS • DA
DAVID LEIBERG • DAVID & JANET BRADFORD • DAVID & JULIE FEINGOLD • DAVID & TERRI HOLZNEC
DEBORAH D. KING • DEBRA HEIBER • DENNIS J. DOOLEY • DENNIS JAMES & GENA SCHACHTSCHNEIDER •
DIANE GOETZ • DIANE HENDRICKS • DIANE MORGAN • DONALD & DIANA RYAN • DONALD & ELIZ
DOUGLAS MARKLEIN • DR, CHOTON BASU • DR. GRETCHEN WOLFE • DREIER FAMILY DENTAL • DUANE C
ELAINE WOOD • ELIZABETH GALL • ELIZABETH WAITE • ELIZABETH WALLACE • ELIZABETH WOODRUFF CHARIT

We Are Grateful!
The Rock County Historical Society receives support
in many ways from so many people! A huge thank
you to those who have helped us in 2019.

To add your name to this list and help RCHS in any way, please contact
Tim Maahs, Executive Director, at 608-756-4509 or at tmaahs@rchs.us.

ERIC HESSLER • ERIC KUZNACIC • ETHAN LEE • EVANSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL FFA • FIRST NATIONAL BANK
JOHNNA FROELICH • GAY MCROBERTS • GENE DURKEE • GENISE BRANDT • GERALYN SUMMERBELL • GERONIMO H
GREG & LOIS SMITH • GREG SACK • HALLIE KOHN • HANNA ROBERTS • HANNAH NORTHUP • HANNAH VANTHO
HEIDI HOLDEN • HENDRICKS COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES • HOPE INSTITUTE FOR UGANDA • HUMANE SOCI
J A M E S & D I A N E T O B E R M A N • J A M E S & G AY L E D U M K E • J A M E S A N D E R S O N • J A M E S C A R N
JANESVILLE AREA VISISTORS AND CONVENTIONS BUREAU • JANESVILLE ART LEAGUE • JANESVILLE HI
JANESVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT • JANESVILLE URBAN FOREST ALLIANCE • JANET BUSH • JAQUELIN J. WOOD • JAYS
JENI LINDSTROM • JENNIFER DRACH • JENNY RUCKS • JERE JOHNSON • JERRY GIBBS • JIM & KAREL CRIPE • J
JOE HOVLAND • JOELLYN RICHGELS • JOHN & LYNN WESTPHAL • JOHN BECKORD • JOHNSON BANK • JORDA
JOSHUA STRATTON • JOYCE DODGE • JP CULLEN • JUDY GILMORE • JUDY HATLEN • JUDY LACEY • JULIAN
KARL ANDERSON • KARSEN VANCE • KATELYN BAILEY • KATHY THOSTENSON • KATJA MATHESIUS • KAY BRISKI
KLAUSE NITSCH • KRIS BJOIN • KRIS BOMKAMP • KRISTEN MATHESIUS • KRISTIN ARNOLD • KRISTINE MOSER • LAM
LEA SCHEID • LET FREEDOM ROLL FOR NAMI • LINDA SHANNON • LINDA MULLIGAN • LINDSEY COX •
LYNNE JACOBSEN • LYNNE LANDI • MACKENZIE BENISH • MACKENZIE VANTHOURNOUT • MAKENNZIE MAUS
MARK LOSCHING • MARLENE ROESSLER • MARY ALICE DOOLEY • MARY COMFORT DOG • MARY FREI • MARY K
MEGAN MCDONALD • MELITA DOWNING • MERCYHEALTH SYSTEMS • MICHAEL EASTON • MICK GILBERTSON & J
MISTY DEAL • MITCHELL & JILL BENSON • MONTEREY QUESTERS • MORGAN LIPPERT • NANCY BELLE DOUG
NATHAN MCDONALD • NICHOLAS JACOBUS • NINA WAGNER • NORTHSTAR MEDICAL ISOTOPES, LLC • PA
PATRICK & DENISE MARCOE • PATRICK GASPER • PAUL & KELLY STENGEL • PAUL AND JILEEN THRONDSEN • P
PETER IRVINE • PRENT CORPORATION • QUINCEE JOHNSON • RACHEL TIDWELL • RAVEN’S WISH • ROCK COUNTY
RICHARD & PATRICIA MEIERRICHARD GATES • RICHARD GRUBER • RICHARD THURNER • RITA WALKER •
ROBERT & PATRICIA REDDELL• ROBERT & PHYLLIS RICE • ROBERT & VIVIAN MILLER • ROB
ROCK PRAIRIE MASTER G A R D E N E R A S S O C I AT I O N ROCK RIVER VALLEY WOODCARVERS • ROCK VALLEY
RUTH AND E RSO N • RUTH PICKERING • RW BAIRD • SAM BOMKAMP • SAM STEINGRAEBER • SANDI W
SCHLUETER COMPANY • SCOTT SCHABLE • SENECA FOODS • SHARON MALL • SHARYN SHEEN • SHERRI STUMP
STACEY SKEMP • STACY DUFFY • STAN MILAM • STEPHANIE ANDREWS • STEPHANIE LOSCHING • STEPHEN & SUSA
STEVE WINCHEL • STEVEN TRUEBLOOD • SUE CULLEN • SUE MELTON • SUSAN D. THOMPSON • SUSAN LUTT
TERESA NGUYEN • TERRY TACKETT • THE BLACK SHEEP • THE BODACIOUS SHOPS OF BLOCK 42 • THE JANESVILLE F
THOMAS SICILIANO • THOMAS & ARRA LASSE • THOMAS & KATHY BOGUSZEWSKI • THOMAS & SUSAN SKINN
TIMOTHY MILLER • TOBIN & OAKLEIGH RYAN • TODD & VALERIE WYMAN • TODD JACOT • TODD KIMBALL
VAUNCE ASHBY • VELVET BUFFALO • VIRGINA HERRICK • VIRGINIA THORNBERRY • VISIT BELOIT • WAYNE

AL BORTLES • ALAN BATES & JESSICA SOUTHWORTH • ALFRED J. LEMBRICH • ALICIA REID • ALIYAH BERG
OLS • ANDREW UDELL • ANDY SKANDA • ANDY WALKER • ANGELA DONGARRA • ANGELA GRIFFIN-PERRY
ANYTIME CATERING • APPLE HUT • ARIA WAGNER • ART WITH HEART • ASHLEY WARD • AUDREY ISCHI
ECKY DRISCOLL • BECKY KRONBERG • BECKY WEBER JOHNSON • BEST EVENTS AND KANDU INDUSTRIES
LACKHAWK COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION • BLACKHAWK QUESTERS • BLAIN’S FARM & FLEET • BMO HARRIS BANK
COUNCIL • BRAD YARMARK • BRADLEY CANTREL • BRADLEY SCHWENN • BREELEIGH THORPE • BRENDA HESSENAUER
SSIDY MASTERSON • CHANTEL STRIED • CHARLES & KATHLEEN RYDBERG • CHRIS RAMOS • CHRIS RANUM
FOUNDATION • CLAUDE WEISENSEL • COLLEEN CURTIS TRAPPE • CONNIE GLOWACKI • CORREY WINKE
ANIELLE WALLACE • DANIELLE WOODWARD • DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC • DAVID KONOWAL
CHT • DAVID ABB • DAVID DESIMONE • DAVID KETTLE FAMILY • DAVID MOORE • DAVID THOMPSON
• DENNIS RAMBERG & ROBERT HEEMAN • DENNIS WITEK • DERECK HILST • DEVON REED • DIANE ADAMS
ZABETH SAEVRE • DONNA CHANCE • DOUG & NANCY MCDONALD • DOUGLAS & CHERYL ROGERS
HEREK • DUWAYNE & DENISE SEVERSON • DVORAK LANDSCAPING • EARL SCHULTZ • ELAINE STRASSBURG
TABLE TRUST • ELLIOTT BRIGHAM • ELWYN & LESLIE BRUNSELL • EMILY HARER • EMMA MCNALLY • ERIC BECK

AND TRUST • FORWARD JANESVILLE • FRANK & MARTHA SCOTT • FRANK CAMPANA • FRED FROMMELT
OSPITALITY GROUP • GIDEON NGOBI • GINNY KLEIN • GIRLS SCOUTS OF WI BADGERLAND • GORDON RASMUSSEN
OURNOUT • HARLAN JEFFERSON • HATTIE BURNSIDE • HEDBERG PUBLIC LIBRARY • HEIDI & JARRID MALLINSON
ETY OF SOUTHERN WISCONSIN • JACK HALL • JACK MACPHEARSON • JACK THORN • JADON NEWKIRK
E Y • J A M E S H AY • J A M E S H U R L E Y • J A M E S L J O H N S O N • J A M I E S W E N S O N • J A N E S TA M M
ISTORIC COMMISSION • JANESVILLE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS • JANESVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
SON & BETH HANTHORN • JEFFREY & GWENDOLYN HAZECAMP • JEFFREY GASPER • JEFFRIS FAMILY FOUNDATION
JIM & ROZ THORPE • JIM HUTCHINSON • JIM MAPLE • JIM PENNYCOOK • JIM SCHULTZ • JOANNE ANDERSON
AN DELONG • JOSEPH & ROBERTA BRADLEY • JOSEPH & TINA PREGONT • JOSH BANASIK • JOSHUA HICKMAN
NA PRITCHARD • JULIE MARQUARDT • JULIE DEITERLY • JULIE RUMAGE • KAREN TARDREW • KARI DRASCIC
• KAYLEE PROEBER • KEIGHTON KLOS • KEITH STEINBECK • KENNTH TAFT • KIM LANTTA • KIM MANNY BROWN
AR OUTDOOR ADVERTISING • LARRY & SANDY STOVER • LARRY & SUSAN BARTON • LAURA CULLEN HUIBREGTSE
LISA KIM • LISA SYMPSON • LOIS COOK • LOR MAO • LORNA HELLING-SPODEN • LOST & FOUND FARM
SSER • MARGARET HALL • MARILYNN JENSEN • MARK & CAROL CULLEN • MARK BOBZIEN • MARK FREITAG
KAAY THOMPSON • MARY TERRY • MATT & MOLLY RYAN • MATTHEW & JACKIE OLSEN • MCCANN FLOORS, INC.
JANE BLAIN • MIKE BOYD • MIKE HEACOX • MILISSHA MEICHER • MILLIE BABCOCK • MILTON HIGH SCHOOL FFA
GLAS • NANCY SUÁREZ JIMÉNEZ • NAOMI HACKBARTH • NATE FISK • NATHAN BURKHART • NATHAN FULLER
AM ASCHAUER BROTT • PAMELA GRAPER • PAMELA MCGILL • PATRICIA HEUPHER • PATRICIA LIBERATORE
PAUL BENSON • PAUL MURPHY • PAUL ROMANELLI • PAUL RYAN • PAULETTE MELVIN • PETER & DENISE SKELLY
Y SHERIFF’S OFFICE RECAP PROGRAM • RENE BARRIER • RENE BUE • RICH FLETCHER • RICHARD & DIANE MILLER
ROB AND JODY IGL • ROBBYN H NOVAK • ROBERT & GAY YEOMANS • ROBERT & HELENE RAMSDELL
BERT GURITZ • ROCK COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY • ROCK COUNTY SHERRIFS OFFICE
Y QUILTERS GUILD, INC. • RON & MARGARET DELANEY • RON OCHS • RON SUTTERLIN • RUSS PODZILN
WALTON • SANDRA ELFERING • SANDY HEUERMAN • SANDY KRAFT • SARA KRONBERG • SAUL BRODKEY
PF • SKETCH URBAN • SONIA WINKE • ST. ANTHONY’S COLLEGE OF NURSING • ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
AN MERRICK • STEPHEN PICKERING • STEVE & LARISSA LYON • STEVE PEASE • STEVE SCACCIA • STEVE WAGNER
TER • SUSAN REIMUND • SUSAN THOMPSON • TAMARA MCMILLAN • TAMARA TSURKAN • TANNER BEGGS
FOUNDATION • THE LATINO SERVICE PROVIDERS GROUP • THE PARKER FOUNDATION • THE STUDER FOUNDATION
NER • THOMAS M. JEFFRIS • THOMAS TAYLOR • TIA KROPF-BERINGER • TIM BREMMEL • TIMBER HILL WINERY
• TOM CLIPPERT • TOM EDWARDS • TOM MORAN • TRICOR MECHANICAL • TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
TEAL • WCLO • WEGNER CPAS • WENDELL SISSON • WHITON HOUSE CONSULTING • WILLIAM W R I G H T

Interested in
Sponsorship
Opportunities?

Look at RCHS’ Reach in
the past 12 Months!

1,500

Gathered for the

9,250

62ND ANNUAL
TALLMAN ARTS
FESTIVAL

VISITED the
RCHS campus

200

EXPERIENCED an RCHS
SPONSORED TOUR

224

Visited the CHARLES
TALLMAN ARCHIVES, and

1,689

EMAILED or
CALLED the Archives

225

RCHS offers annual and event
sponsorships at a variety of levels.
For more information, contact Tim
Maahs at 608-756-4509 Ext. 301, or
at tmaahs@rchs.us.

4,189

Helped recognize local history-makers while dining
and dancing at the 2019 History Makers Gala

189

Enjoyed a meal

while honoring

agricultural
businesses at

local

VOLUNTEERS DONATED

Sunday Dinner: A Farm to Table Feast

6,250 hours

Helping shape
the future since 1881.

800.209.2616 l blackhawkbank.com
Janesville & Beloit, WI
Roscoe, Machesney Park, Rockford,
Belvidere, Richmond, McHenry, Island Lake & Elgin, IL
MEMBER FDIC
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Brings

21 Days of Joy
By Terri Holznecht

Bright, festive, and uniquely decorated each year, the Holiday
Tree Show – themed Home for the Holidays – features more than
30 Christmas trees adorned by local businesses, nonprofits and
individuals. Adults and children alike will wonder at the
creativity while strolling throughout the mansion.

From a tree dressed like a ballgown by a local designer, to an
evergreen bejeweled with hats, scarves and ribbon by a
downtown hair salon, the unexpected greets each visitor.

In partnership this year with the Rotary Botanical Garden’s
Holiday Light Show, the Lincoln-Tallman House Holiday Tree
Show offers 21 days of tours, corresponding with the Holiday
Light Show. Plan an afternoon or evening strolling through the
house while enjoying cider and Christmas cookies, before or after
visiting Rotary Garden’s Holiday Light Show.

New this year, a ticket to the Holiday Tree Show may be may be
used on any of the tour dates. All tours are open-house format,
allowing guests to view at their leisure.

Opening day is November 29th, with the season running through
December 30th. Days and hours are: Thursdays and Fridays:
Noon – 7 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays: Noon – 4 p.m. On
Monday, December 23rd and Monday, December 30th, hours are
Noon – 7 p.m. Closed December 24th, 25th and 31st.

Tickets are available online at www.rchs.us/event/ or by calling
RCHS at 608-756-4509 Ext. 302. Ticket prices are $10; $5 for
children age 10 and under; and free for children age 4 and under.

OH DEER!

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR
TIME TO CELEBRATE!

Meet our Holiday Tree Sponsors at the

Antlers and Cheer Holiday Party
Thursday, December 5th • 6 p.m.

From a meet and greet with this year’s tree sponsors, to fun and games in the Carriage
House, the Antlers and Cheer Holiday Party is a merry event for all! On Thursday,
December 5th, the evening begins at 6 p.m. with an hour in the Tallman House, where
guests may enjoy a cocktail while viewing all the creatively decorated trees, and meet
the sponsors who trimmed them. Take part in the scavenger hunt, too! The party
continues at 7 p.m. in the Tallman Carriage House, with music, appetizers, holiday trivia
and cash bar. Enjoy holiday-themed cocktails while mingling with friends.

Tickets are $25.

Order yours at www.rchs.us/event/antlers-and-cheer/,
or contact RCHS at 608-756-4509.

Help Us Do More Because of You!
ANNUAL APPEAL CAMPAIGN

Making an impact on Rock County’s people, culture and history.

E V E N T S .

E X P E R I E N C E S .

S T O R I E S .

RCHS’ history experiences have made an impact on thousands of people through events, programs and community outreach.

Our Annual Appeal seeks to fund, expand, and customize our history programming to you, sharing Rock County’s stories to more people in 2020.

OUR GOAL: $40,000

Will You Help Us Do More Because of YOU?

Your Gift of Any Amount Makes an Impact!

$50

Provides period
supplies for the
FRANCES WILLARD
SCHOOL
PROGRAM

Pick a level below to further the Society’s mission and help us do more because of YOU!

$100

CAPTURES AND
RECORDS ONE ORAL
HISTORY in Rock
County

$250

Funds CHILDREN’S
ART PROGRAMS
during the Tallman
Arts Festival

$500

Provides CAMPUS
BEAUTIFICATION
to welcome guests
to RCHS

$1000

Provides an
INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITY for
one student

New this year – donate $250 and receive a complimentary
one-year family membership. That’s a $75 value!

Ways to Give!
Help the Society Make an Impact in one of these Four Easy Ways:

MAIL YOUR APPEAL CARD to
the Rock County Historical
Society, 426 N. Jackson St.,
Janesville, WI 53548.

Call RCHS at
608-756-4509 Ext. 301.

Web – Visit
www.rchs.us/appeal
via Paypal

Make a monthly donation.
To donate monthly, please
contact Tim Maahs at
608-756-4509 Ext. 301.

If you’d like an appeal form, please call RCHS at 608-756-4509. We’ll get one right out to you. It makes giving easy!
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The Rock County Historical Society is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.

www.rchs.us

Investing
in our
community.

BMO Harris Bank is proud to
support the Rock County
Historical Society.
Finial Spring 2019
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When Texts Were Mailed
By Jim Lyke, Guest Writer

“Having the time of our lives.”
“Arrived here safe”

“We camped at Shawano Lake. It’s a
beautiful place.”

Sound like text messages? Or quick emails?
You would be right about the “mail” part. But
those are some of the complete messages
written on postcards to my family members in
the early part of the 20th century.

My mother’s recent discovery of a treasure
trove of old postcards dating between 1906
and 1960 reveal a lot of interesting insights,
not just about my family but about how
postcards were once used.

Postcards had been around since the early
1870s, but their popularity really took off in
the 1890s when postage on privately published
cards was lowered to a single cent. According
to US Post Office figures, by 1908 more than
677 million postcards were being mailed per
year – nearly eight for every man, woman and
child in the nation.

Before their numbers steadily declined in
recent years, postcards were generally sent to
loved ones from vacation destinations. But at
one time, postcards were used for nearly any
and every message you could think of.

Like today’s communication methods,
postcards were quick to write and inexpensive
to send. They were even easy to address; many
simply had the recipient’s name and city. Even
as late as 1950, the decade before the advent
of zip codes, a card to “Mrs. Robert Lyke Sr.,
Edgerton,Wisc.” found its way into the right
hands.

For birthdays, holidays, or birth
announcements, they were cheaper to send
than a greeting card. The truly enterprising
could cover multiple occasions in one card. A
New Year’s postcard with the standard
Hallmark-type poem was sent to my
grandparents in 1924, the sender adding
Christmas wishes and their own handwritten
rhyme on the front.

Another attempt at multitasking would be
known in today’s vernacular as a “fail.” A
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friend of my grandmother’s sent her an Easter
card - in October - with the following
message:

“Dear Mary & Bob – We all send you
hearty congratulations on your baby boy.
So glad it is a boy.” (Oct. 12, 1912)
Except it wasn’t a boy. It was my Aunt
Marion.

In some cases, no message was too personal to
include on a card that anyone could read. A
curious postman could find some drama
lurking among the postcards.

“Dear Mary, It is a long time since I’ve
heard from you. Are you never going to
write any more?” (March 7, 1909)

“Dear Mary: I dreamed of you last
night. Hope my dream is not true.
Write soon. I think of you all the time.”
(Oct. 8, 1912)

It hardly rises to the level of a typical
Facebook post, but for the time, this was
practically General Hospital.

A common theme of postcards was that it was
just a short note until the sender could write a
letter – almost like the trailer of a motion
picture. “Coming Soon to a Mailbox Near
You!” Indeed, one postcard has the legend
“Busy To-Day, Will Write Later” with a comic
of a fisherman being pulled into the lake by
his catch.

Besides being practical for nearly any type of
message, postcards came with just about any
image you could imagine. There were photos
of businesses – everything from hospitals to
factories to the Country Kitchen in Sparta; and
photos of natural disasters, like a washed-out
bridge in Kewaskum. There were mildly
naughty jokes, like the illustration of a
mechanic telling a woman he “don’t see
nothin’ wrong with your rear end.”

During World War I, cards featured scenes of
military training. One has photos and details
about machine gun brands (“splendid
weapons”), how three-man machine gun
squads operate, and their effectiveness in “the
present war.” These images were juxtaposed

with a nice handwritten note from my aunt
asking if the sick children are better.

Beyond those examples, however, you see
many postcard images that qualify as works of
art. Through a process called photochrom,
black and white photographs were colorized
into images that often made them appear to be
paintings rather than photographs. Even
mundane buildings like National Cash
Register in Dayton, Ohio became a stunning
postcard image with a beautiful blue and pink
sky behind it. Local structures like Janesville
High School (now the Marshall Apartments)
received a similar treatment to impressive
effect. Some postcard publishers were
obviously more skilled with this process than
others. By comparison, a 1911 photo of a
Stoughton tobacco harvest has dull green
leaves, trees and clothing, along with untinted
images of humans.

The jewel of my grandparents’ stash is a card
sent from Niagara Falls. To me, this one is the
essence of vintage postcard perfection. It is
from 1937, during an era when cards were
very distinctive, with saturated colors, soft
focus, white borders and a “linen” surface
texture. The image is of twilight over the falls,
a brilliant cascade of lemon yellow, bright
pink and light blue with an equally colorful
sky. On the front, the description has the kind
of airy verse you’d read on an herbal tea
package:

“Ever beautiful, Niagara Falls is always
gorgeous at twilight. The air is still, the
mist rises directly upward and becomes
tinged with sunset colors. The world is
quiet, but Niagara roars on.”

And the kicker? It was mailed from the
Honeymoon Capital of the World by my aunt
and uncle on their honeymoon. (They reported
that they were “having a grand time.”)

Today, total postcard mailings have
plummeted, another casualty of modern
technology. But these collectibles that remain
offer an interesting peek into the way friends
and family communicated a century ago.

www.rchs.us

Postcards had been around since the early
1870s, but their popularity really took off in
the 1890s when postage on privately
published cards was lowered to a single cent.
Finial Winter 2019
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Why did you
Choose to Become
an RCHS Board
Member?

I was asked by the Rock County Genealogy Society (RCGS) to serve as a Board
liaison for RCHS. I joined RCGS ten years ago to utilize the archives to find my

Rock County family, and did so. To show my appreciation, I have helped rehab the
Charles Tallman House – now the Charles Tallman Archives. I intend to continue to

help improve the campus and to promote understanding and coalition among the
two groups and memberships.
~ Daniel Emery~
As a museum studies graduate student and history lover, I hoped to become a

board member to gain experience in the field and bring new perspectives and

knowledge to the board. I am a Janesville native who worked and volunteered at

RCHS from 2016-17. I enjoyed my time at the organization and wanted to get
involved again. I am hoping that my education in the museum field will bring

useful information to the board, especially while I serve on the archives and

collections committee. I also hope to represent a younger crowd of visitors. I am
excited for this next year as the new student board member and look forward to

growing alongside this fantastic organization!
~ Sam Bomkamp~

SAVE THE DATE!
2020 History Makers Gala

Janesville Country Club • Saturday, April 25th, 2020, 6 p.m.
Help recognize local achievers while dining and dancing to live music!

Digitizing History
The Charles Tallman Archives volunteers
have been working hard to scan historic
photographs and documents to make them
more accessible. RCHS is aiming to put more
of its amazing resources online –but we need
help digitizing artifacts to make that happen!
If you are interested in scanning these
treasures, contact archives manager Kristin
Arnold at karnold@rchs.us or 608-756-4509
to learn more.
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DESTINATION DOWNTOWN

Nominations open in January! Watch for details coming your way.

Upcoming Downtown Events
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2019

MEANDER DOWNTOWN
FRIDAY-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6-8, 2019

JOLLY JINGLE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2020

FLANNEL FEST
SATURDAYS, MAY 9 & SEPTEMBER 26, 2020

ROCK RIVER WINE WALK
EVERY TUESDAY, JUNE 2-AUGUST 25, 2020

MUSIC AT THE MARV
MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2020

608 DAY
EVERY THIRD THURSDAY, MAY-AUGUST, 2020

NIGHTS ON FESTIVAL

www.rchs.us

RCHS • RCGS EVENT CALENDAR
RCHS EVENTS

Through December 30th*
Two Notable Women of Rock County
Exhibit
Helen Jeffris Wood Museum & Visitor
Center
426 N. Jackson Street, Janesville
Free and open to the public
*Dates and Hours:
Until Nov. 10th, by appointment only.
Nov. 29th – Dec. 30th:
Wednesday - Fridays, Noon – 4 p.m.
www.rchs.us/exhibits/two-notable-women/
November 23rd
Photos with Father Christmas
9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Lincoln Tallman House
440 N. Jackson Street, Janesville
$20 reserves your spot and includes one
photo with Father Christmas, in front of a
beautifully decorated tree. Up to two
additional photos for $10 each.
www.rchs.us/event/photos-with-fatherchristmas/
November 29th – December 30th
Holiday Tree Show
Thursdays and Fridays, Noon – 7 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays, Noon – 4 p.m.
Dec. 23rd and Dec. 30th, Noon – 7 p.m.
Closed Dec. 24th, 25th and 31st
Experience the warmth and joy of the
Tallman House while viewing more than
30 trees, each decorated by a local
business or nonprofit. New this year: All
tours are open house format. Purchase a
ticket and use it any day you choose!

Lincoln-Tallman House
440 N. Jackson Street, Janesville
Adults: $10; Children 10 and under: $5;
Children 4 and under: Free
www.rchs.us/event/home-for-the-holidays/
December 5th
Antlers and Cheer Holiday Party
6 – 7 p.m. at the Lincoln Tallman House
440 N. Jackson Street, Janesville
7 – 10 p.m. in the Tallman Carriage House
450 N. Jackson Street, Janesville
$25, includes Holiday Tree Show and
scavenger hunt in the Tallman House,
followed by music, appetizers, holiday trivia
and beverages in the Carriage House.
Must be age 21+
www.rchs.us/event/antlers-and-cheer/
December 19th
Ugly Sweater Murder & Mayhem Party
7 – 9 p.m.
Tallman Carriage House
450 N. Jackson Street, Janesville
$25, includes holiday murder and mayhem
stories from Rock County’s past, plus
appetizers. Cash bar with special festive
cocktails.
*Must be age 21+
www.rchs.us
April 25th, 2020
History Makers Gala
6 p.m.
Help recognize local achievers while dining
and dancing to live music!
Location and more information coming
soon.

Questions on any of the above events? Please call RCHS at 608-756-4509 Ext. 303

Enjoy many benefits while supporting RCHS:
• Free Traditional and Help Wanted tours
at the Lincoln-Tallman House.

• A subscription to The Finial magazine.

• Discounts in the RCHS Archives, with
hundreds of photos, records, maps and
more.
• Advanced tickets to many popular
events that sell out quickly!
• Discounts in the RCHS gift shop.

Annual Membership Rates
Educator: .............................................$25
Individual:.............................................$50
Family:...................................................$75
Over 65 Individual:..............................$45
Over 65 Family:....................................$65

For more information or to become a
member, VISIT www.rchs.us/membership,
CALL 608-756-4509 or EMAIL
membership@rchs.us.

Join the Rock County
Genealogical Society
Standard Membership:

• $22 per year includes newsletter via

email (add $3 for postal delivery)
• Join online at:
www.rcgswi.org/join-rcgs

Membership Benefits:

• Finial magazine – minimum 16 pages

plus extra RCGS digital content

RCGS EVENTS
NOVEMBER 19, 2019

Intro to Native American Family Research

Karen Weston, Walworth Co.
Genealogical Society at 6:30 p.m.

Tallman Carriage House (upper level)

450 N. Jackson Street, in Janesville, WI
Free and Open to the Public

www.rcgswi.org/events--speakers

DECEMBER 17, 2019
Holiday Celebration

Details online. 6:30 p.m.

Tallman Carriage House (upper level)

450 N. Jackson Street, in Janesville, WI
Free and Open to the Public

www.rcgswi.org/events--speakers

January, February, March – New Schedule
No RCGS Member Meetings

Finial Winter 2019

Become a Member of the Rock
County Historical Society

• Members-Only Content – an exclusive

web area for unique local records

• Free admission to the Charles Tallman

Archives & Research Center

• 50% discount on photocopies at the

Research Center

• 10% discount on Society Publications

• Priority Research Response - requests

go to the top of the stack!
• Genealogy JumpStart – one free
annual search of occurrences of a
single Rock County surname in the
card files and major indexes of the
Research Center.
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50 YEARS AGO IN JANESVILLE HISTORY:

Cindi Morgan Dyke Crowned City’s First Miss Wisconsin
By Lois Smith
Fifty years ago, Janesville’s Cindi Morgan reigned as
Miss Wisconsin. She celebrated a year bursting with
community events, emceeing, and miles of travel.
Cindi’s family moved to Janesville in 1960. Her father,
Lewis, was a construction financial estimator for T. S.
Willis. Her mother, Bette, and three siblings, Pam, Ed,
and Tom, settled in comfortably until three years later,
when on New Year’s Eve, Lewis died of a heart attack at
age 44. Cindi was 12 years old. His death would have a
profound impact on the value she ascribed to each day
While her mother supported the family as a secretary
for the Janesville Public Schools, Cindi thrived by
having the lead in three Craig High School musicals:
Bye, Bye, Birdie; How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying; and Fiorello – all under the direction of
Larry LeFevre and Russ Carter.
In 1968, as a high school senior, Cindi competed for
the first time in a pageant, and won the title of Miss
Teenage Janesville. The award was based primarily on
students’ engagement in activities and academics.
Cindi then progressed to the Miss Teenage Wisconsin
competition, where her fellow competitors voted her
Miss Congeniality.

The rush to graduate from high school and prepare for
the state competition for Miss Wisconsin culminated
on June 20, 1969. In the week preceding the Miss
Wisconsin Pageant in Oshkosh, contestants’ days were
packed with rehearsals, luncheons, photo
opportunities and preparation for a televised two-hour
show.
Judges divided the forty Miss Wisconsin contestants
into three groups. Beginning on a Wednesday evening
and continuing for three consecutive nights, each
group rotated through talent, evening gown, and
swimsuit competitions. Judges recognized winners for
each category leading up to the final pageant. For this
talent competition, Cindi sang Hallelujah, Baby! from
the musical of the same name.
As a top five contestant, Cindi was asked by judges to
think about the experience that most influenced her
life. After a moment, she said that her father’s death
taught her “to value each day.” Cindi’s mother, Bette,
wept.
“What a remarkable group of people I had the honor
of being with for a week,” Cindi said recently. “The
unique experience we shared was something we could
all take with us.”
After being crowned Miss Wisconsin, Cindi danced at
the coronation ball with Governor Warren P. Knowles.
The next morning, she addressed the awards breakfast
as Miss Wisconsin – the first Miss Janesville to be
crowned Miss Wisconsin and to move on to the Miss
America Pageant.
Preparing for the upcoming competition and ongoing
obligations filled Cindi’s summer.
Choosing a wardrobe was an important aspect of this
preparation. A Wisconsin designer named Frances
Kosbab worked with Cindi to create three unique
gowns for the Miss America Pageant. Kosbab drew the
designs, chose the fabrics, beads, and trim. She sewed
each bead by hand.
Cindi was the youngest competitor at the 1969 Miss
America Pageant, held in Atlantic City. She performed
the jazzy show tune, Old Devil Moon.
While there, Cindi recalls, she received something
especially touching from home.

Because Cindi wanted to attend university, she looked
for scholarships. Pageant competitions were a means
to that goal. Soon after the Miss Teenage competition,
Cindi saw an opportunity to compete in the Miss
Janesville pageant. It included an interview, along
with talent, gown, and swimsuit competitions. Singing
I Enjoy Being a Girl, Cindi used her experience in
Acapella Choir, Spotlighters, and musicals. On
February 22, 1969, Cindi Morgan was crowned Miss
Janesville. Upon earning this title, she resigned the
Miss Teenage Janesville crown.
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“When I was in Atlantic City, there was a telegram
being created here in Janesville. It was the largest
telegram ever received there at that time. There were
hundreds of names on it. Many names I recognized,
but… [many I didn’t]. To have so many people
extending their friendship and encouragement to me
like that was truly humbling.”
Although she wasn’t crowned Miss America on
September 6, 1969, a crowd welcomed her home.
“There were all of these people out at the Rock County
Airport waiting for that little plane to come in,” Cindi
remembers fondly. “I was just blown away and

overwhelmed by the kindness of the people in our
community. It was an honor to represent them for a
year.”
Festivals, races, events, local pageants, and ribbon
cutting filled that year. A snowmobile, three tiaras and
eleven convertibles later, with her mother by her side
as her chaperone, Cindi completed her reign as Miss
Wisconsin and enrolled at UW-Madison as an
education major.
In 1973, Cindi married Gary Dyke, a childhood friend.
Together they raised two sons, Nate and Kevin. They
still reside in Janesville.
Cindi credits her mother as her inspiration. “My
mother always counted her blessings instead of her
losses. Always. Watching the way she chose to live, I
learned the importance of gratitude. Of her many gifts,
this is the one that most influenced my life.”
See the costumes and memorabilia from Cindi’s
pageant days in person at the Two Notable Women
exhibit running through December 30th at the Helen
Jeffris Wood Museum & Visitor Center, 426 N.
Jackson St., Janesville. The exhibit celebrates Cindi
and the late Sherry Thurner, well known as
Janesville’s “cemetery expert” and a longtime
historian and friend to RCHS. Many of Sherry’s
historical, interpretive costumes and study materials
are on display. The exhibit is free and open to the
public. For hours and more information, please visit
www.rchs.us/exhibits/two-notable-women
www.rchs.us

62nd Annual Tallman Arts Festival Attracts Artists,
Community Members
More than 1,500 people strolled the grounds of the Rock County Historical Society on August 4th,
appreciating a diverse range of art at the Tallman Arts Festival.

Tamara Tsurkan was awarded first
place in the Jewelry category.

Hallie Kohn won the award in the
best 2-Dimensional category.

Thomas Sicilano was named
Best in Show.

Terri Tacket won the award in the
best 3-Dimensional category.

Susan Reimund won the award for
Fine Arts, Mixed Media.

Diane Adam was awarded
Honorable Mention.

Calling All Artists!
Plan now to exhibit at the 2020 Tallman Arts Festival on Sunday, August 2nd. Early bird registration
opens in January. Please check www.rchs.us for details coming soon!
Finial Winter 2019
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Happy Holidays
from all of us
at RCHS!

Host your Holiday Events
at the Tallman
Carriage House…
AND LEAVE THE FUSS TO US!

Choose the Carriage House for your holiday party, corporate meeting
or special event and impress your guests.
On the grounds of the beautiful Rock County Historical Society,
450 N. Jackson Street, Janesville.

For more information on the Tallman Carriage House or other
RCHS venues, please contact Todd Jacot via email at tjacot@rchs.us
or by phone at 608-756-4509 Ext. 302.

