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Fall 2010 

Rob Tomaro Jazz Trio 

performed outside of 

the Tallman House on 

September 19th. 

Trios Azteca Mini 

Mariachi performed 

on September 24th. 

Oak Street Ramblers 

played for us on October 

17th to a large crowd at 

the Tallman House. 

Concert Series 

 

Join us on Facebook by 

searching for Rock County 

Historical Society or the 

Lincoln-Tallman House and 

sign up.  The more friends 

we have, the easier it will 

be to get the word out on 

what is happening at RCHS. 

Annual Fund Drive 

You donôt have to be a member to make a tax-deductible contribution to the Rock County His-

torical Society Annual Fund Drive. The Rock County Historical Society is a public resource 

helping residents preserve, understand, and share their heritage in tangible and practical ways 

through its more than 40,000 artifact and 30,000 archival collections. The annual fund drive 

helps support the general expenses and direct programming costs needed to operate the Helen 
Jeffris Wood Museum Center, RCHS Archive & Research Center, and the Frances Willard 

School, as well as the Lincoln-Tallman House, which the RCHS administers in conjunction 

with support from the City of Janesville.  As we draw to a close of 2010, we hope you will 

join us and consider a donation to help sustain the many facets of the Rock County Historical 

Society.  Look for your annual fund drive letter in the mail. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems that work will never end here at the Society.  Once one project is completed we rush off to the next.  

We had some very nice concerts in September and October.  Our summer concert series started with Rob 

Tomaroôs Jazz Trio, playing for us in September, Trios Azteca Mini Mariachi put on a great show in October, 

and the Oak Street Ramblers blue grass band was widely appreciated by all as well.  These concerts were 

made possible from a grant through the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin and the Robert and 

Marion Lietz fund.  We were also pleased to see a large attendance at our cemetery tour on October 9th.  Over 

two hundred people attended the tour, making this the largest cemetery tour that the Society has ever done.  

Looking ahead, donôt forget to visit our new exhibit ñPickard China: An American Company with Local 

Rootsò and buy a ticket or two for our upcoming Twilight Tour to see the new lighted chandelier in action.  

Staff and volunteers have also started setting up next yearôs events and activities including our Collectors Se-

ries.  So, stop by and visit us and see whatôs new at the Rock County Historical Society. 

 

Joel Van Haaften 

Memorials Still Available at Helen Jeffris  

Wood Museum Center 

The staff at the Museum Center has just redesigned the layout 

of the gift shop and noticed that we still have three stained glass 

memorials available in our gift shop.  Anyone who is interested 

in honoring or memorializing a friend or family member may 

make a donation of $750 to cover the costs of the new stained 

glass feature.  A plaque recognizing the memorial will be 

placed below each window.  If interested, please call the Helen 

Jeffris Wood Museum Center to arrange for the addition of a 

stained glass feature in honor of your friend or family member.  

Each memorial will be announced in our newsletter, recorded in 

our annual report, and a press release will be sent to the local 

newspapers.  Memorials can also be placed above any of our 

new exhibit cases.  A donation of $500 for the large cases and 

$250 for our smaller cases will help us cover the costs of these 

cases and future cases.  Please drop by to see the memorials that 

we have available at the Helen Jeffris Wood Museum Center.  

Five new cases have been added to the Museum Center for ad-

ditional memorials and are featured in our Pickard China: An 

American Company With Local Roots exhibit.. 



Gasoliers at the Lincoln-Tallman House 
 

With help from Westphal Electric and Dave Wicker-

sham, retired employee of Westphal Electric, the 

Society has braved a challenging project.  We have 

begun to convert some of our antique gasoliers to 

electric.  Our front parlor was the first of three possi-

ble gasoliers that are being explored to see if we can 

convert a portion of the Lincoln-Tallman House 

chandeliers to electric while keeping the original 

look of the gasoliers.  This undertaking will elimi-

nate modern day electric flood lights and allow the 

Society to host more evening events at the House.  

Docents will now be able to show guests what the 

gasoliers may have looked ages ago.  The other pos-

sible gasoliers to be retrofit are located in the library 

and the dining room.  When the Tallman House was 

first built all of the gas pipe was installed in prepara-

tion for the connection to the cityôs coal gas supply 

line and Mr. Tallman made removable floor boards 

in order to access the gas pipes located in the floors. 

The gas supply line did not reach the Tallman House 

until 1869.  The first gas light was lit at the Tallman 

House on November 1, twelve years after its con-

struction ended in 1857. 

Cupola Project and Door Project Underway 
 

Ron Sutterlin of Sutterlin Restorations has begun work 

to restore the Cupola on the Lincoln-Tallman House.  

Ron built a floating walkway on the roof of the 

Tallman House and on top of the cupola to allow him 

to work more efficiently and safely.   

Also pictured is Ron Sutterlin and Marge Smith Peter-

son holding the original front door of the Tallman 

House, taken down for restoration work.  The front 

door and three others are being restored with a grant 

from the Monterey Questers. 

An 1860s Holiday Living History Event 
 

The Rock County Historical Society will be hosting a spe-
cial tour of the Lincoln-Tallman house on November 27th 

from 11:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Costumed interpreters from the 

1860s will showcase the house and talk about the tradi-
tions of Victorian decorations, preparing gift packages for 

soldiers during the war, writing letters during the war, and 

singing carols and other music common to the time period.  
Dutch oven cooking and chestnut roasting will take place 

outside of the Lincoln-Tallman House and a tree will be lit 

on the grounds at the close of the event. 
 

The Tallman house, decorated in the holiday spirit by vol-

unteers and our friends at K&W Greenery, will be open 
for tours during this benefit and will showcase a variety of 

items and clothing specific to the Tallman familyôs holi-

day and winter activities as well as live holiday greens and 
poinsettias.  The Pickard China Exhibit will also be open 

during this special tour at the Helen Jeffris Wood Museum 

Center and will feature the largest collection of Pickard 

China to be displayed in any museum in the U.S.  Holiday 
cookies and cider will be made available at this event.  

Admission is $10 per person at the door and $8 in ad-

vance.  Tickets are available at the Helen Jeffris Wood 

Museum Center. 



Book Signing Party on November 10th 
 

Janesville, a new book in Arcadia Publishing Companyôs Post-
card History Series, will be released for sale in the first week of 

November.  Longtime members of the Rock County Historical 

Society, Den and Judy Adler have authored the 128-page book 
containing more than 200 images of vintage postcards of the 

Janesville area, using postcards from Denôs collection and from 

several other local collectors, as well as the Society. 
 

Arcadia publishing has more than 6,500 titles in print across the 

country, but this is the first book it has published about Janes-
ville. Den and Judy are now at work on another Arcadia book, 

also titled Janesville, to be part of its Images of America Series. 

That book will draw its images from photos in the Societyôs ar-

chives. 
 

Postcard History Series: Janesville will sell for $21.99 plus 

$1.21 tax for a total of $23.20. The publication party and first 

book signing will take place from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. on Wednes-

day, November 10, at the Helen Jeffris Wood Museum Center. 
At 5:15 p.m., Den and Judy will discuss how they came to write 

the book, the postcards they found, and the research involved. 

For example, they had to search for the location of Electric Park 
in Janesville, which appeared on a postcard from the early 20th 

century. 
 

Staff will be available to sell copies of Janesville. After their 

talk, Den and Judy will sign copies of the books that are sold. 

Books bought at the Society will have a postcard included as a bookmark: a copy of Denôs postcard of a Chicago & 
NorthWestern Railroad train crossing the stone-arch Tiffany Bridge south of Janesville. The card was labeled ña classicò 

by former Wisconsin Railroad Commissioner Rodney Kreunen, and appears in the Railroads chapter of the book. 
 

Den and Judy chose to have their publication party and first book signing at the Society to help raise awareness of the 

archives as a community resource. Members and non-members are welcome. No reservations are necessary.  Additional 

books will be made available after the book signing at the Museum Centerôs gift shop. 

Work at the Charles Tallman House 

The Society has taken steps to improve the steps out-

side of the Charles Tallman House.  Additional im-

provements include the removal of the trees in the 

front of the building, the regrading of the soil on the 

west and south sides of the building, and the repairs 

and improvements to the existing gutter system.  The 

committee members involved in these improvements 

include: Judy Adler, Jim Alverson, Michael Bolster, 

Jim Cullen, Laurel Fant, Ruth Anderson, Dan Em-

ery, Phil Schauer, and Joel Van Haaften.  If you are 

interested in helping this committee raise funds or 

would like to donate time or dollars to the restora-

tion of the Charles Tallman House, call us at the 

Museum Center. 



Members of the Pickard Collectors 

Club helped staff put up the latest 

exhibit at the Helen Jeffris Wood 

Museum Center.  Stop by to see our 

ñPickard China: An American Com-

pany with Local Rootsò. 
 

(l to r) Fred Brown, Sue Speth, 

Bruce Wood, Sherry Schellenbach, 

Tim Ingram, Cathy Poulos, Harry 

Poulos. 

4th 

Holiday Twilight Tour Set for December 4th 

The Rock County Historical Society will be 

hosting a holiday benefit on December 5th from 

4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Luminaries will guide our 

visitors to and from the Helen Jeffris Wood Mu-

seum Center and the Lincoln-Tallman house.  

Carols will be sung by members of the Edgerton 

Chamber Choir and area Janesville elementary 

schools at both the Lincoln-Tallman house and 

the Helen Jeffris Wood Museum Center.  The 

Tallman house, decorated in the holiday spirit, 

will be open for tours during this benefit and 

will showcase a variety of items and clothing 

specific to the Tallman familyôs holiday and 

winter activities.  St. Nicholas will be visiting 

and will be available for holiday photographs 

courtesy of Rich Fletcher.  Photos will be 

emailed to attendees following the event.  The 

Pickard China Exhibit will also be open during 

the Twilight Tour and will feature the largest 

collection of Pickard China to be displayed in 

any museum in the U.S.  Wine, wassail, hors 

dôoeuvres and holiday desserts will be made 

available at this fete.  Admission is $30 per per-

son, children 12 and under are admitted free 

with an adult. 


